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USE OF RIVERINE FACILITIES IN CASE OF LARGE-SCALE EARTHQUAKE
DISASTERS
-CASE STUDY OF ARAKAWA-

Ryuichi FUJII, Kaoru MORINO

In the river area directly managed by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism,
Emergency Riverbed Roads and Emergency Berths (River Station for Disaster Countermeasures) have
been constructed and maintained. These facilities are used for such purposes as delivering relief and
support goods, transporting material and machine for recovery and reconstruction works by the local
governments and/or other organizations.

At the same time, dry river area is often designated as a place of refuge in case of a large-scale
earthquake. Tough the river area is a very wide open space, the use of it is limited during flood period.
There may be severe conflicts between different usages, and between evacuees and the disaster response
agencies. In the Lower Arakawa River area threatened by a Metropolitan Area Earthquake, agencies
concerned have made much progress in solving these problems through roll-playing type practices and
face-to-face workshops attended by personnel at the front.



