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Recent trends in radar rainfall observation
Mina KOMASA, Tomoki KOSHIDA, Hideyoshi TAKENAKA, Tetsuya SANO
and Kazuhiko FUKAMI

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (hereinafter referred to as the “MLIT”)
has established a multi-parameter (MP) radar network to monitor rainfall which causes water-related
disasters. This network is called XRAIN (eXtended RAdar Information Network), which is composed of
X-band MP radars (XMPs) and C-band MP radars (CMPs). The MLIT observes the rainfall using CMPs
and XMPs and provides the composite radar rainfall information, ‘the C-X composite rainfall” in XRAIN.
This paper reports on recent trends in radar rainfall observation, including efforts to improve the quality
of XRAIN rainfall data, such as micro-accuracy verification based on high resolution, efforts to maintain
and improve accuracy, and utilization for river management.



